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EXT. DUSTY STREET - LOS ANGELES - EVENING 



NINA (10) is a pudgy, dark-skinned girl with black hair, big 
cheeks and warm black eyes. She wears fuzzy yellow and purple 
hair ties and doesn't care what you think about them. She 
plays ball in the street with two slightly older boys. 

An obvious game of keep-away is being played, with Nina being 
treated as the monkey in the middle. The boys laugh at her 
attempts to get the ball off of them. 

One of the boys kicks the ball into the street and it's 
struck by a car into a shady-looking alleyway. The boys 
hesitate to retrieve it when they're called home by their 
mothers from the verandas above them. . . .No one calls for 
Nina. Relieved, the boys leave the ball-retrieval to Nina. 

The boys run back to their apartments . Nina hikes up her 
tights and marches to the alley as the streetlights dim 
behind her. 



EXT. ALLEYWAY - LOS ANGELES - EVENING 

From Nina's POV, we see the tail-end of a beating, a large 
thug taking the fruits of his labour from the pockets of his 
limp-bodied victim. 

This is the thug LEADER (28), 250 pounds of muscle, shaved 
head, white tanktop, black beard. He holds a well-used 
baseball bat and grins greedily as he stuffs a handful of 
cash into his jean pockets. 

A red ball bounces off the back of his head with a noteworthy 
PING. 

Nina stands at the opening of the alleyway, angry tears in 
her eyes and her hands balled into little fists at her sides. 

The Leader drops the body as if forgotten and WHISTLES. Two 
thugs emerge from elsewhere and stand on either side of his 
massive arms. All three thugs are covered in tattoos of vague 
Catholic imagery. He points his baseball bat at Nina and his 
two friends chase after her. 

Nina holds her ground for a moment and then takes off running 
back into the street. 



EXT. DESERT BORDER - LOS ANGELES - EVENING 

Panic starts to grow on her face as she realizes that the 
dark streets are empty of anyone who could help her. 



2. 



The three street thugs exit the alleyway and follow after 
Nina. 

Nina looks ahead and sees an abandoned warehouse just on the 
edge of the desert, its steel door hangs slightly open off 
its hinges. She hesitates for a moment, then rushes inside. 



INT. ABANDONED WAREHOUSE - OFFICE - EVENING 

Nina pulls the door closed behind her and looks fearfully 
around. 

Dusty, overturned chairs and a single desk offer no cover. A 
WHISTLE is heard. The silhouettes of the thugs outside pass 
behind the window, leading to the door Nina just closed. 

Across the room, she spies a second door without a handle or 
lock. 

It opens inwards on its own. 
Nina goes passes through it. 
It closes behind her. 



INT. WAREHOUSE - CATACOMBS - NIGHT 

Abandoned machinery fills this space: a forklift, a few 
handtrucks and discarded helmets line the empty metal 
shelves . 

Nina immediately searches for somewhere to hide. Down a short 
flight of metal steps and a little deeper into this area, she 
sees a soft orange light, away from the machines and shelves. 

Nina walks towards the light, feels around, and finds a black 
curtain beneath the light. She pulls it aside, inserts 
herself into the small space behind it and pulls the curtain 
closed in front of her. We now see she is beneath a lit black 
candle. 

Nina clasps her hands together and squints just as there is a 
loud BANG, and the handleless office door swings inward. 

The three thugs enter. The Leader slams the door closed 
behind him. Its wind puts out the candle's light. 

Leader uses his bat to repeatedly CLICK a light switch on the 
wall to his left, but nothing happens. 

THUG #2 (23), a skinny man with gold teeth, pulls out his 
cellphone. 
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For the first time in the cellphone's blue light, we can see 
his tattoos of bloody nails in each wrist. [Or just ONE wrist 
wearing one of those tacky saint bracelets.] 

THUG #3 (25), a fat man with his neck covered in gold chains 
with crosses and various saint pendants, does the same with 
his cellphone. 

Leader lights a cigarette with a gold zippo lighter, a non- 
specific saint burnished on its side. He grins with the 
cigarette in his teeth, tightens his grip on the bat, then 
makes his way down the metal stairs. His two thugs follow. 

They begin knocking things over in their search for Nina. 
Sudden LOUD BANGS and the occasional THUNK of Leader's bat 
hitting the cement floor make Nina jolt in her hiding place, 
but she doesn't move, make a sound or open her eyes. 

Leader thinks he's spotted something and waves Thug #3 to 
him. Thug #3 waddles over to check it out. 

Thug #3 ' s many necklaces suddenly embed themselves into his 
throat. His eyes and tongue bug out as he is rapidly pulled 
up to the ceiling. He disappears into blackness. His CHOKING 
SCREAM is cut short when his cellphone falls back to the 
floor with a loud CLACK. 

Thug #2 stares out into the darkness the surrounds him, which 
seems more opaque around the light of his cellphone. He 
brandishes his phone like a sword, trying to keep the 
darkness at bay. His HIGH-PITCHED MUMBLES aren't even words, 
but they're definitely not prayer. 

Another WHISTLE is heard in the darkness, and Thug #2 takes 
shuddering steps towards its source. He turns his whole body 
around with his arm out to shine his cellphone at it. 

Something quick and thin and white grips Thug #2 ' s wrist and 
twists it around with a gruesome CRACK. Thug #2 drops his 
phone, SCREAMS in pain, falls to his knees, and is pulled 
into the darkness, where his scream is muffled until silent. 

Leader is alone in the dark. He ROARS in fear and anger, 
turning around and round in the dark, the orange light of his 
cigarette the only light in the room. 

There is silence. Nina opens one eye, and can see the faint 
silhouette of Leader a few feet in front of her hiding place. 
She GASPS quietly, realizes her mistake, closes her eyes and 
covers her mouth. 

It's too late. Leader heard her. He grins, turns towards her 
and takes a step forward, but trips on something and falls 
forward. 
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He lands with his face in another curtained section of Nina's 
hiding place. His cigarette falls to the ground and we can 
now see it's some sort of shrine. 

A veiled skeleton with a ring of faded red roses around her 
skull looks down sadly at Leader. 

Leader's mouth opens in horror. His legs scramble to get away 
from her, but he only manages to kick the base of the shrine 
and jostle her loose. 

The veiled skeleton falls forward, now grinning, and "kisses" 
Leader. He GASPS. His cigarette burns out on the ground and 
returns the room to blackness. 

Silence . 

After a time, Nina parts the curtain and sees nothing except 
the open office door at the top of the stairs. She runs to 
it. She climbs the stairs, goes behind the door, looks around 
the warehouse one last time, and closes the door behind her. 

We slowly zoom in on the shrine again, still in darkness. 

The candle relights itself. 



END. 



